January 1, 2023
News from Okinawa

New Year’s Greeting from Okinawa

Dear WMKA members around the world

Aratama nu tushi ni simi tu ku-bu kajyati kukuru kara shigata wakaku naimi sochi ii-
sho-guwachi de-biru!

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations to all of you for the glorious and
hopeful New Year!

In August last year, as Okinawa marked the 50th anniversary since its reversion to Japan from U.S.
rule, “The 2nd Okinawa Karate World Tournament” and “The 1st Okinawa Karate Boys and Girls
World Tournament” were grandly held by Okinawa Prefecture. Okinawa karate enthusiasts from 24
countries around the world gathered in Okinawa. WMKA Okinawa Headquarters welcomed
participants from Australia, India and the mainland of Japan and deepened our bonds & friendship
for future. The mass media in Okinawa also published many special featured articles about the
Karate events, and anticipation & potential of Okinawa karate’s future was greatly felt.

The 2nd Okinawa Karate World Tournament 2022 Farewell Party was originally planned at a hotel
but the event was changed to a Farewell Ceremony at the Okinawa Karate Kaikan to prevent the
spread of Covid-19 coronavirus infection. My closing address at the Farewell Ceremony on behalf of
all Okinawa karate & Kobudo organizations is shown below.



The 2nd Okinawa Karate World Tournament Farewell Ceremony Closing Address:

“Gusu-yo chu- uganabira! Good evening, fellow Karate fans. We were able to have a successful
event for the 2nd Okinawa Karate World Tournament and the 1st Okinawa Karate Junior
Tournament in Okinawa, the birthplace of Karate, thanks to the participation and support of all of
you. Today'’s Farewell Ceremony gathers Karate practitioners from all over the world, making it a
perfect opportunity for everyone to interact with each other and forge international goodwill.
Okinawa prefecture is committed to promoting Okinawa’s traditional karate, the martial art of
peace, both within and beyond Japan. If everyone in the world becomes a fan of Karate, we will
perhaps no longer have any conflicts on earth, and the bell of peace will chime forever. | hope that
everyone gathered here today will serve as ambassadors of peace for Okinawan karate in your
respective parts of the world, and that we can usher in an era of world peace.

Unfortunately, we have now come to the end of this event, and it is time to say goodbye. We hope
to see you again soon. Ippe- nife-de-biru! Thank you very much!*

August 8, 2022

Okinawa Karate World Tournament Executive Committee Vice chairman Taira Yoshitaka

It was truly regrettable that the unveiling ceremony for the erection of the Nagamine
Shoshin Memorial Monument was held with only a small number of people at the Okinawa
General Headquarters to prevent the spread of Covid-19 coronavirus infection and that the
people outside Okinawa could not participate. Therefore, we are planning to hold a
“Memorial Monument Erection Commemorative Festival”’ (tentative name) sometime in the
Autumn in 2024. We look forward to the participation of many WMKA members from
around the world and to meet you again in Okinawa.

We pray the world will be a glorious and vibrant year in 2023!

Best Regards
Yoshitaka Taira, President of WMKA
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Twelve Zodiac Animals and New Year’'s Cards in Japan — Nengajo
by Riki Nomura

#2023 is the Year of the Rabbit!

* (‘ : g They say “The Oriental Twelve Zodiac Signs from Ancient
- Chinese Astrology” was introduced to Japan around the 6th
. L century and was completely adopted as part of Japanese
main culture and custom, especially in New Year's Cards
; =™ (Nengajo). Many people send New Year's Cards to their
o gl . /? relatives, friends, colleagues & business related people to
‘ porain -oss9is - axpress their gratitude in Japan. | borrowed some information
from an open public website data as below. An estimated 1.64 billion New Year's cards were printed
by the Japan Post for 2023, amounting to about 13 cards per capita. The printed New Year’s cards
of 1.64 billion was only 40 % of the printed New Year’s cards in 2004. We don’t know how many
New Year's cards were actually sent for 2023 nor how many in 2004 either. Japan Post prints New
Year’s cards and sells them for 63 JPY in many of the local post offices and many local
convenience stores. People buy these cards and mail them out on their own.

Although many people use their family or vacation photos on the card, Twelve Zodiac animals are
the most commonly used illustrations. Even though many people can design their own Nengajo
illustration, we can also pick it up for free from a website with some examples shown below. If you
are interested in Nengajo, you can just visit Website Nengajo.

pixta.jp - 93658918

Dy Aeppy s Yoot
7 & ’f\ﬁ ) Q@
{;il 7 hurp JSX‘K Ur!)){i «UL—DJ g:) l:h}/ﬁ C_Q”’S‘

i 2 N A,
g 20 VR
BEPIARSEIECSUEL L rlEﬂJl

B RARGEECTUELL
=SS D AR FELEBLLAHMRL EFET FhEZx RB

A %8

=

pixta.jp - 93655567

4e2s

BE RTS

P Tt

BaR st 133 h f T g

SR AT REANM
T

T T
e Cr
e

HEEES - E
E‘wf_ i
— [iviote St e
‘ % <
@)

BEEEM \ A0

pixta_jp - 96362351



pixta jp - 93967591

Thank you for your interest in it!
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