January 1, 2022
News from Okinawa

New Year’s Greeting from Okinawa

Dear WMKA members around the world

A Happy New Year 2022! Aratama Nu Tushi Muke-ti Gusay6 Waka Waka tu Tushi
Tuimiso-chi Sai!

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations to all of you for the glorious and
hopeful New Year.

It was a “Dream come true!” for all WMKA members around the world that we could erect
the Memorial Monument for Founder Shoshin Nagamine last year. The monument is located
in Tomari district Naha City where he was born on July 15, 1907. On top of that, his
Monument stands side by side with the Monument for Matsumora Kosaku who is known as
“Restorer of Tumai-di”, both monuments within Tomari Shinyashiki park in Naha City.

Though “Okinawa, Birth Place of Karate” is a small island, we had an indigenous self-
defence and peaceful martial art called “Te” which means “Hand”. It gradually evolved and
spread to the whole world, regardless of age, gender, nationality, race, thoughts or religion.
Karate was officially authorized as one of the Olympic sports at Tokyo 2020 and recognized
as world Karate. Mr. Kiyuna Ryo, an athlete from Okinawa, won the Karate Kata competition
and brought back the first Karate Gold Medal to Okinawa.

The Covid-19 virus is still hurting many people around the world since last year. Many
WMKA members are also affected not only in your daily life and jobs but also in your Karate
life. | assume many of you have closed your dojos and don’t know when you can re-open
them. Nobody, including the world’'s infectious diseases specialists, can predict the
extermination of the Covid-19 pandemic around the world. | highly appreciate your
willingness to practice alone at home and by online training with teachers, via the multiple
dojo owners that are connected by Zoom using online karate to pursue Matsubayashi-ryu
even under current Covid-19 condition.

We will exempt the WMKA membership annual fee for 2022, the same as last year.
We want you to be patient and continue your karate life. We want to celebrate the Memorial



Monument Erection with you now and in the future. You don’t need to do any paper work for
your Dojo license for 2022. We will extend your dojo license and will send your extended
new dojo license as soon as we can prepare it. The dojo owners who have already sent
your renewal application to Okinawa, we will exempt for 2022 and add it to your new dojo
license.

"There is no night that doesn’t dawn"”, and we believe that today's step by step will lead to
the bright future.

We are planning to invite WMKA members widely to the “Celebration for the erection of
monument of honour” to celebrate the founder Shoshin Nagamine Sensei after the COVID-
19 disaster has ended or is under control.

We strongly look forward to reuniting with many WMKA members in Okinawa.

Best Regards
Yoshitaka Taira
president of WMKA

(Please scroll down for the unveiling news photos and descriptions)

President Taira’s greeting in Japanese
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Photos and descriptions from the unveiling of the monument
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From Left: Arakaki Toshimitsu- Nagamine Bunshiro ---Taira Yoshitaka- Makishi Tetsuo



We limited the participants to the board and high ranking blackbelt holders in Okinawa
General Headquatrters.
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