News from Okinawa January 1, 2015

New Year’s Greeting from president

Dear WMKA members around the world

A Happy New Year! | congratulate for you all to welcome a bright and hopeful New Year 2015 !

We are very grateful for your strong support and cooperation to “ The Memorial Karate-Do Seminar and Exchange
Demonstration 2014 for Soke Takayoshi Nagamine in Okinawa”. The events were great and successful.

| am sure both Shoshin Osensei and Takayoshi Soke were very glad and convinced the strong bond & solidarity
among all WMKA members throughout the world.

Okinawa prefecture is planning to build “Karate Hall” as “Birth place of karate” and it was officially named as
“Okinawa Karate Kaikan” in all languages. This year, all Okinawa karate societies will unite and work for the
registration of “Okinawa traditional karate” to be listed on “ UNESCO World Intangible Cultural Heritage List”.

Okinawa karate is the valuable product of wisedom,blood & sweat of many karate masters for many generation. We
will honestly preserve the original kata of Okinawa karate and spread it throughout the world with unyielding strong
mind.

At the end of my greeting, let's make this year for new kick off for further future progress of WMKA.

In Japanese culture, 2015 is called “ The Year of Sheep” which originally came from “ The twelve Zodaic signs in
Chinese astrology” . Please enjoy to find your own symbolic animal in the attached table. We do have a Japanese

proverb “ Warau kado niwa fuku kitaru I” which means “ Laughter brings happiness to your home”.
| pray for you and your family the best health and smiling happiness in “The Year of Sheep” !

Sincerely yours
Yoshitaka Taira
President of WMKA

<Attached “The twelve Zodaic signs from ancient Chinese astrology”>
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