December 10, 2022
News from Okinawa

Annual Dan Evaluation Test 2022

Dear WMKA members around the World,

| hope you are all doing well in your everyday life and staying healthy. Although the Covid-19 infection is still
actively troubling many people around the world, it seems people and society have started moving forward to
overcome its impact. We had “The 2nd Okinawa Karare World Tournament” from August 1st to 9th. We also
hosted “The 7th World Uchinanchu Festival’, which is scheduled to be held once every five years, from
October 30th to November 3rd. Both World Events were very successful and many thousand visitors from
around the world came to Okinawa.

We had the Annual Autumn Dan Evaluation Test on November 20th 2022 in Okinawa. We were surprised to
see 17 participants this year because we had very few in 2020 and 2021, influenced by the Covid-19
pandemic. Unfortunately, we had none from Okinawa this time. We had five participants from overseas: three
from England, one from Germany and one from the USA.

Mr Steven Woolston was promoted to Renshi 6™ dan, Ms Sally Woolston, Mr David Troup and Mr Karl-Heinz
Tessner all were promoted to 5" dan. Although Mr Joel Castasus could have tested for 3" dan within the
EMKA, he came to Okinawa to take his examination. We welcome his dedication with open arms because we
want him to experience not only Okinawan Karate but also the Okinawan culture and people directly.

Most overseas members are getting their 1 to 4™ dan outside Okinawa. The Okinawa General Headquarters
is requesting all members who want to test for the rank of 5™ dan and higher to come to Okinawa because the
ranks of 5" dan and above are internationally recognized and appreciated.

Twelve participants came from mainland Japan: one from the Kanto district, one from the Tokai district, two
from Osaka and eight from the Arakaki dojo Wakayama karate class. Their evaluation test breakdown is three
for 1 dan, three for 2™ dan and six for 3" dan. Except for the Arakaki dojo Wakayama karate class, they could
all get their evaluation test up to 4™ dan in mainland Japan, but they came to Okinawa for their evaluation test.
We welcome them as they will deepen their understanding of Okinawa, the birthplace of Matsubayashi-ryu
Karate, and of Okinawan culture and people.

| hope the Covid-19 pandemic will be over or be under control soon so we may return to our previous normal
daily life.

Best regards,
Riki Nomura
overseas manager
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Some pictures from the event

The participants are listening to the opening speech & instructions. Three judges are Arakaki sensei/Taira sensei/Tome sensei

One should take off the mask during performance. SEEIZER FDVI WL ELXT

The testing board: Arakaki Toshimitsu sensei, Taira Yoshitaka sensei, Tome Iwao sensei



The result of the test and dedicated work:
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4" row: Arakaki Seikichi 3™ dan (3" dan: Nojimoto Osamu, Shimizu Keiichi, Morimoto Kanechika, Ueda Toshiyuki,
Kusumoto Yuma, Iguchi Megumi)
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3" row: Danjé Ydichi kydshi 7! dan (1% dan: Mizuno Kiyoshi, Nagasaku Sayuri, Nakatsuka Hisataka; 2™ dan: Sawada
Kazumasa, Noji Motoyui, Enosaka Naoki)
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2" row: Arakaki Toshimitsu sensei, Taira Yoshitaka sensei, Tome Iwao sensei, Makishi Tetsuo sensei
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1% row: Karl-Heinz Tessner 5" dan, Steven Woolston Renshi 6" dan, Sally Woolston 5" dan, David Troup 5" dan, Joel

Castasus 3 dan



